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question was “With nothing behind these planes, how do
we maintain the capability? It’s not just ‘nice to have,’
it’s now ‘must have’.”

In the meantime, the EA-18G remains one of the suc-
cess stories of Navy tactical aviation. Springett empha-
sized its on time and on budget and fleet transition

continues. VAQ-132 wraps up training this September and VAQ-141
starts transition in October. However, concerns over the age of the
Prowler and Growler’s now 30-year-old ALQ-99 jamming pods con-
tinue, and N88 has started working the next generation jammer, with
possible applications to the JSF program.

In the area of UCAS and the X-47B program, Stamos announced cur-
rent initiatives included progressing into carrier suitability testing —
probably late 2011 — and developing inflight refueling capability. He
reminded everyone the test vehicles will not have mission systems and
the X-47B UCAS-D project is strictly a demonstration program. Finally,
weapons remain a priority with work being done on laser-guided rock-
ets and improved guidance for laser- and Global Positioning System-
guided bombs. Air-to-air systems, specifically AIM-9X and AIM-120
missiles, continue to improve; the plan is to phase out the legacy
Sparrow and Sidewinders in the middle of the next decade.

During the Q-and-A session the participants discussed the strike
fighter shortfall. One partial solution is a program to increase the flight
hours available per airframe to 8,600 or even 10,000 hours with inspec-
tions and rework of existing F/A-18C airframes. RDML Aucoin noted
continued efforts to push for more Super Hornets, “but there is friction
in the Pentagon over additional weapons.” In the meantime, the Navy’s
monitoring the strike fighter shortfall — now estimated at about 240 air-
craft by 2014–’16. The goal remains to keep 44 strike fighters on each
carrier flight deck as they deploy, in 10 air wings, but it “could affect
the units back home.”

The Super Tucano special warfare aircraft program called Imminent
Fury that was recently revealed by the Navy continues, but the long-
term plan is to turn it over to the Air Force down the road. A fifth-gener-
ation or near-fifth-generation adversary aircraft is being studied, but
there are no easy solutions to fielding one.

The subsequent Blue Angels and Topgun panel truly pushed the “edge
of the envelope.” Moderated by CAPT(Ret) Lonny “Eagle” McClung, it
featured CAPT(Ret), Gil Rud (Blues A-4 and F/A-18s, mid ’80s),
LtCol(Ret) Kevin O’Mara (Blues F-4, early ’70s), CDR Greg “Stiffy”
McWherter (current Blues Boss), CAPT(Ret) Monroe “Hawk” Smith
(CO Topgun, mid-’70s), CAPT(Ret) Rolland “Dawg” Thompson
(Topgun CO, ’90s) and CAPT Paul “Dorf” Olin (current Topgun CO).
Rud kicked off the proceedings by announcing, “throw the NATOPS
[Naval Air Training and Operating Procedures Standardization] out the
window,” which brought a laugh from the crowd.

On the Blues side, O’Mara commented on flying the F-11A in the
Training Command, which he rated as the smoothest aircraft he ever
flew in formation, but on the downside it was underpowered and slow
on throttle response. Conversely, the F-4 had all the power in the world
but was not smooth and flying it in formation was work, like “driving
the Indy 500 in a semi.”

He also got the crowd going with a tale of flying into St. Louis one
day to visit the McDonnell Douglas production line and thank the work-
ers who built the mighty Phantom II. The team planned a diamond for-
mation landing, but weren’t aware that the first 3,000 feet of runway at

Lambert was heavily coated with tire rubber …“and that, unfortunately,
is where we did the max braking.” The lead blew both mains and turned
90 degrees to the right, the left wingman blew his tires and went down
the runway — still in formation, mind you — pointed 90 degrees to the
left. O’Mara folded his wings while rolling and cleared the skipper and
the slot pilot managed to muddle through. All of this occurred in front
of the Air Force Chief of Staff (Gen John D. “Three Fingers Jack”
Ryan, career bomber pilot and former CinCSAC), sitting at the hold-
short … the same general officer who had decreed “no formation land-
ings.” “Which is why they don’t do formation landings anymore,”
O’Mara concluded.

During his stint Gil Rud thanked the Navy for equal opportunity and
its Norwegian quota. He extolled the capabilities of the A-4 — “There
are many fighter pilots out there who were humiliated by that aircraft”
— and also discussed landings. He noted NATOPS said not to exceed a
six-knot crosswind component, but when he was with the Blues, it was
always six knots crosswind, adding, “Hey, you got to look good!” On
one occasion one of the other pilots failed to arm his spoilers for land-
ing, followed by a radio call of “LOOK OUT!” The appropriate
response from the rest of the team? “Adding power …”

CDR McWhirter, the current Boss, obviously enjoyed the exchange
and noted a lot of similarities between the Blues and Topgun. He added
that with the team there was no rank in briefs and debriefs, and during
the show, the slot pilot actually ran things.

CAPT(Ret) Smith was the first to speak during the Topgun section,
which alternated with the Blues reps. He used the opportunity to ask
Willie Driscoll to come up and read former Topgun skipper VADM(Ret)
Jack Ready’s e-mail in an appropriate Boston voice. Driscoll complied
and related tails of Topgun during the early 1970s — “nobody bothered
us and we were very happy doing two hops a day in T-38s, A-4s and
F-5s” — and diverts to Williams AFB, Ariz., with subsequent lectures
from the base commander over patio furniture in the pool and club wait-
resses getting impromptu water survival training from the pilots. On the
more serious side, Ready strongly credited RADM(Ret) Paul Gillcrist
for “commanding NAS Miramar at a period when the station needed
strong senior leadership.” Driscoll then complimented Jack Ready, stat-
ing his “confident leadership inspired us to find solutions to our tactical
challenges.”

Dawg Thompson ably described the F-16 period at Topgun and the
school’s strong sense of mission accomplishment. He related one mis-
sion at the Yuma Range where A-4 driver “Cato” didn’t check in after
the instructors and pilot students finished their first of two furballs.
Cato then called in from the ground; the tail had come off his A-4 but
he was OK, “Don’t call the SAR [search and rescue] just yet, let’s get
the second training in.” Cato proceeded to take good notes from his
perch on the ground, the pilot students got the check in the training
box, and then the “Mayday!” call went out with subsequent launch of
the SAR helo. Thompson said he was feeling pretty good when they
returned to Miramar, but the skipper straightened him out:
“Dawg! Mission accomplishment doesn’t supersede com-
mon sense.”

Jan Jacobs

Barbara Woodbury

During the Topgun/Blue Angel panel, Monroe Smith (right) brought Willy
Driscoll to the podium to read an e-mail from Jack Ready in a true Boston
accent, as Monroe deemed his southern drawl would not be appropriate.

Seen on the convention floor were such notables as (from left) Rodger Welch,
Ham Tallent, Cheryl Bly Chester, Streak Channik and Tom Sobiek.



After Skipper Olin noted the 40-year reunion of Topgun (“We had to
kick the JOs out of the admin at 0400”), “Hawk” re-engaged and
provided some final comments. He strongly complimented the person-
nel of Cubic and others who ensured the survival of TACTS [Tactical
Air Combat Training System] during the early 1970s in the face of
budget cuts and GAO [Government Accounting Office] opposition; he
referred to the latter as “people who come down after the battle and ren-
der first aid to the dead.”

He also talked a bit about the first F-14 deployment in Enterprise
(CVN-65) with CVW-14, back in 1974–’75 (“We put the ‘WTF!?’ in
‘thump-BANG!’… the plane was tenuous at best”). During that first
Tomcat cruise only one pilot, the skipper of VF-2, managed 100 traps.
Hawk recorded all 65 traps in eight months; still, the Grumman product
went on and racked up quite a record.

Awards and Final Seminars
The “Jig Dog” Ramage Award Luncheon was cause for sober reflec-

tion when word arrived that Ginger Ramage had passed away one day
before. Not only a supremely accomplished Navy spouse, Ginger was
unstinting in her support of aircrews and white hats at every one of the
Ramage’s duty stations and the Tailhook Association — a trait contin-
ued long after Jig Dog’s retirement.

The awards segment proved something of a marathon: by actual
count there were nearly 70 presentations to individuals and organiza-
tions. People were texting, twittering, fidgeting and chattering through-
out the session, and some folks left to fetch sweaters or jackets since the
Nugget’s air conditioning passed its annual check with freezing colors.
Also, for the first time in several years, the multitude was not graced
with stories from RADM(Ret) Lloyd “Doc” Abbot along with
RADM(Ret) Jig Dog Ramage; both were missed.

As for the awards themselves, a large number joined the “Grand
Club,” “Brick” Nelson took the most traps with 1,452 and RADM Don
“DQ” Quinn came in as the top Naval Flight Officer with 1,100-plus.
CAPT Hal “Jeep” Streeper logged the most straight-deck traps with 474
(11 in jets), including 236 at night (!). Proudly describing himself as
“One of Jig Dog’s boys,” he allowed that he never made a bolter! On the

down side, there was no stand-up competition for the earliest first trap
and lowest carrier hull number, an omission noted and lamented by the
audience members.

In the other presentations, Gladys Knight specifically recognized
CDR Steve “Bunny” Pope for coordinating the luncheon. This year’s
Lifetime Achievement Awards went to ADM(Ret) James L. Holloway,
III (in absentia); ADM Tim “Timbo” Keating, Commander, Pacific
Command; and Ms. Barbara Woodbury of the Navy and Marine
Association for her work on behalf of the wounded and the families of
those killed in action. Sandra I. Erwin was recognized at The Hook
contributor for 2009.

Afterward, the multitudes returned to the seminar program with the
Aviation Flag Panel, this one heavily attended by the late-risers. VADM
Tom “Killer” Kilcline (Commander, Naval Air Forces) served as moder-
ator. The participants were RADM Mark “MRT” Fox (Naval Strike and
Air Warfare Center), RDML Mark “Guads” Guadagnini (Chief of Naval
Air Training), BGen Jon Davis (Assistant Deputy Commandant for
Aviation), RADM Richard O’Hanlon (Commander, U.S. Naval Air
Force Atlantic), RADM Don Quinn (Navy Personnel Command),
VADM William Gortney (Commander 5th Fleet), RADM Mike Miller

Individual Awards
Presented at Hook ’09

The following individuals were recognized for their professional
performance in the year 2008.

ComNavAirForces Pilot of the Year LT Todd Pike, HSC-25
ComNavAirForces NFO of the Year LCDR James Bates, VFA-213
ComNavAirForces LSO of the Year LCDR Terrence Shashaty, CVW-2
ComNavAirLant Pilot of the Year LCDR Joseph Girard, VFA-105
ComNavAirPac NFO of the Year LT John McGee, VFA-2
ComNavAirLant LSO of the Year LT Ryan Fulwider, VFA-106
Strike Fighter Atlantic Pilot of the Year (Hoff Award)

LCDR Eric Doyle, VFA-15
Strike Fighter Pacific Pilot of the Year (Hoff Award)

LCDR Tommy Locke, VFA-14
ComNavAirForces Enlisted Aircrewman of the Year

AW1(AW/NAC) Kevin Furey, HSC-84
ComNavAirPac Enlisted Aircrewman of the Year

AWS1(AW/NAC) William Frost, HSC-8
CNATra LSO of the Year LT Michael Wallace, VT-21

Navy and Marine Association Leadership Awards
Strike Fighter Wing Pacific

LCDR Marcos Jasso
LT Aaron Kline

Strike Fighter Wing Atlantic
LCDR Jeffrey Dermody
LT Ray Barr

Airborne Command and Control Logistics Wing
CDR Donald Basden
LCDR Eric Shafer
LT Matthew T. Ventimiglia

VAQ Wing Pacific
CDR Michael McKenna
LCDR Dwight L. Clemons

CAPT James Paulsen CAPT Walt Stammer CAPT Victor Cern

New Grand Club Members

CAPT Rick LaBranche CDR Robert Jones CDR Walt Slaughter

The hard-working volunteers and Tailhook HQ staff who made Hook ’09 possible.
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Barbara Woodbury

Presentation of the ADM Flatley Memorial Award for embarked safety. From
left: RADM Campbell; RADM O’Hanlon; CAPT Patrick Hall, CVN-72 CO;
CAPT Alton Ross, ComCVW-2; Rick Martin; and VADM Kilcline.

Presentation of the Boola-Boola award for air-to-air missile excellence was
accepted by three pilots from VFA-147. Representing Raytheon was Zack May,
second from right.

Presentation of The Navy and Marine Association peer-selected Leadership
Awards. Standing, from left: RADM Campbell; RADM O’Hanlon; VADM
Kilcline; and Ms. Barbara Woodbury, The Navy and Marine Association.
Kneeling, from left: LT Ray Barr, LT Aaron Kline, LCDR Marcos Jasso, LCDR
Eric Shafer, CDR Donald Basden and CDR Michael McKenna.

Presentation of the ADM Arthur W. Radford Award for electronic attack excel-
lence. From left: RADM Campbell, RADM O’Hanlon; Doug Swoish, Northrop
Grumman; David Bryson, VAQ-141 CO; Karl Pugh, VAQ-141 XO; Jim Zortman,
Northrop Grumman; VADM Kilcline.

Presentation of the CAPT Michael J. Estocin Award for the best strike fighter
squadron. From left: RADM Campbell; RADM Richard O’Hanlon,
ComNavAirLant; CDR Brent Blackmer, VFA-37 PXO; Marie Estocin (widow of
Michael Estocin); Rick Martin, Boeing; and VADM Kilcline.

Individuals and Squadrons
Honored at the Saturday

Awards Luncheon
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(Chief of Legislative Affairs), RADM David Philman
(N88) and RADM Patrick McGrath (Commander, Naval
Air Forces Reserve).

The consensus? Again, 2010 will be a very difficult
year, with 2011 even more so, due to budget constraints.
Right now there is no money for permanent change of
station moves. The leadership is working the issue, but
at the moment, there are no real solutions. The Navy
presently has enough planes to fill the 10 air wings, but
has only nine air wings worth of strike fighters. The road
through this situation will involve the F-35, new air-
frames and SLEP of legacy airframes.

On the positive side, all communities (except for the
C-2s) are either in new aircraft or will be shortly. These
include the F-35B/C, E-2D, P-8A, MH-60R and S,
T-6B, Broad Area Maritime System (BAMS), N-UCAS
and Fire Scout; and for the Marines, MV-22B, KC-130J,
CH-53K, F-35B, UH-1Y and the AH-1Z. The V-22 is
proving good in combat, but reliability and maintainabil-
ity are not so good. Helo pilots will soon receive assign-
ments as Carrier Air Wing commanders and 2011 marks
the 100th Anniversary of Naval Aviation.

Expanding a bit, unmanned systems are most defi-
nitely on the rise although there not enough airframes
available right now. For example, the Army is actually
putting unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) avionics suites
in its RC-12s in the sandbox, and the debate continues
over which service should have overall responsibility for
UAV development. The BAMS is based on the RQ-4
Global Hawk and will operationally become the
responsibility of the patrol/maritime reconnaissance
community, while the helicopter squadrons will operate
the MQ-8B Fire Scout, based on the Schweizer 333.
Finally, development of the N-UCAS carrier-based
strike drone also continues apace.

Following the discussions and Q-and-A session,
VADM Kilcline thanked the participants and the atten-
dees. As he stated, “Hook reminds us who we are.”

With that, the seminars concluded and the Tailhook
faithful started preps for the conference’s big finale. By
1500, the dismantling and packing of displays was well
under way.

Tailhook Banquet
Some 1,300 diners gathered for banquet night, which

as always featured the presentation of the Association’s
major awards. The outstanding carrier/air wing was
Ronald Reagan (CVN-76) and CVW-14, deployed since
May. A patchy-scratchy phone hook-up allowed the
skipper and CAG to address the audience, noting that
Reagan could use 1,300 more personnel for FOD [for-
eign object damage] walkdowns.

CAPT Thomas V. “Comet” Halley, currently deployed
to Iraq, took honors as Tailhooker of the Year. His lead-
ership in countering improvised explosive devices is a
reminder of the Navy’s versatility in fighting “The Long
War.” LtCol Robert C. “Boo” Friedman, late of
VMFA-323 and a veteran of three CVW-9 cruises,
received the Marine Tailhooker of the Year accolades.

ADM Patrick M. “Sponge” Walsh, Commander, U.S.
Pacific Fleet, delivered the keynote address. A longtime
Tailhooker, Sponge served on the reunion committee as
an ensign way back when and more recently suggested
Secretary of the Navy take a trip to Reno. He spent his
career in light attack and strike fighters, including tours
with VX-5 and the Blue Angels, as CAG-1 and recently
commanded Naval Central Command/5th Fleet.

“Aviation sets us apart from other navies,” Walsh said,
emphasizing that no one else possesses our lengthy,
uninterrupted carrier heritage. He observed, “Our job is
to ensure that this spirit — this link — is not
broken,” and added, “to understand it, come
to Hook.”



However, as noted in Comet’s award, the Navy continues making a
large contribution to operations in the War on Terror. Walsh cited the
70,000 individual augmentees who have served since 9/11 including the
valuable reconstruction teams in Afghanistan and Iraq. He also noted
the Navy’s ongoing challenges, such as the late 2008 Supreme Court
decision, which overturned two lower court restrictions on ASW train-
ing in the Pacific in the name of wildlife. Walsh also mentioned the
commissioning of USS Stockdale (DDG-106) last year. VADM(Ret)
James B. Stockdale died in 2005, but remains a significant figure in
Tailhook Aviation.

Walsh concluded by urging, “Be honest, critical, and candid — and
listen to the JOs.”

Thus concluded Tailhook ’09, an OK-3 by any standard. As of
Sunday night the count on the attendees was still pending, as Executive
Director J.R. Davis, reunion coordinator Marc “Tag” Ostertag and their
hard-working crew were still crunching the numbers.

The reunion will continue at the Nugget at least through 2013 with
next year’s theme of the Training Command, and of course, 2011 marks
the Centennial of Naval Aviation. Next year the association
will most likely set more records and start new memories,
right

Barbara Woodbury

ADM Pat Walsh, Hook ’09 banquet speaker, displays the Hank Caruso original
art of the convention program cover presented to him by the Tailhook
Association.




